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ANDREIA GARCIA

NARRATIVES of HYBRIDIZATION

EN

In the history of architecture, there have never been so many
people to refer to as there are today. But it is not just a matter
of taking names straight from the baggage of different
movements and manifestations of the historical past, who serve
more or less as cultural and intellectual agitators, more or less
turbulent in their experimentality, more or less ephemeral.
Long is the list of those who, in the present age, contribute to
the history of architecture that will one day be told, but the
tabula of opportunity is no longer rasa and the standard of
progress is more demanding.

The resilient contemporary references are those that
simultaneously add to their context a sensitivity for the
democratization of architecture, a fascination with the
mutations of urban scene, an ability to mirror the narrative of
the project's story both in the form of the silhouette and in
the smallest detail, and an ability to get the building to instigate
questions, to communicate innovation, and to provoke emotion.
If the formulation of this modus operandi resembles a
description of David Adjaye's practice, this is because we
are facing one of the most significant references in
contemporary architecture.

When we live in a time when it is necessary to dialogue with
different generations about the way we organize societies,
Adjaye stresses the integrity of his architecture. We find evidence
of a formal practice defined by the concept - which not only
comes from the program, but also from the context - and is
shaped by the construction. In his projects, Adjaye works on
the precision of the research process in the hybridization of
the various systems he creates, and this goes beyond mutation,
distortion, disjunction and collision. Adjaye composes new
narratives on the notion of materiality, understanding it as a
frilogy: as a way of creating new experiences; as a programmatic
and structural reading mode; and as a means of deep dialogue
with the place. Adjaye recovers the understanding of City while
at the same time highlighting our sensitivity to mass, to light,
to sound, to touch, to temperature. He restores the concept of
hybrid at the same time as he provokes integrity by connecting
with our humanity and sense of place, of beauty, of belonging,
and memory.

In this language, which restores specificity to the architecture
project, each of us finds a place for connecting with-and
understanding-experience. And if the city belongs to the future,
Adjaye's designs anticipate what that means.
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Il n'y a jamais eu autant de références dans I'histoire de
I'architecture comme de nos jours. Mais ce n'est pas seulement
une formule tout droit venue du bagage des mouvements et
des manifestations du passé historique, plus ou moins agitateurs
culturels et intellectuels, plus ou moins turbulents dans
I'expérimentation, plus ou moins éphéméres. Longue est la
liste de ceux qui, a I'époque actuelle, contribuent pour I'histoire
de I'architecture qui sera un jour racontée, mais la table des
opportunités n'est plus rase et le critére du progrés est
plus exigeant.

Les références contemporaines résilientes sont peut-étre celles
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